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“The outdoor Habitat provides a wonderful, hands on experience for my students. They loved studying the plants and 
finding pinecones! The lesson was fun and engaging. I look forward to our next lesson!” - Melissa Walker, 1st Grade 
Teacher, Humboldt Elementary 

With support from our members and the larger community, the Highlands Center for Natural History (HCNH) 
has established a specialized educational program, the Schoolyard Habitat Program, which has enriched the 
lives of tens of thousands of students over the past 14 years. 

Last year’s Tax Credit contributions to Humboldt Elementary School (which totaled over $46,000) allowed us to create 
an outdoor classroom and native garden in an unused, gravel-covered courtyard. Our staff continues to work in close 
partnership with the school’s teachers to help them enrich science curriculum by bringing students into the Habitat 
Garden each month to wonder, explore, and discover. 
   
In 2020 we will begin a new partnership with Granite Mountain School in Prescott. Granite Mountain is the newly 
aligned 5th and 6th grade school - one of only nine schools in Arizona to be certified as an advanced STEM (Science, 
Technology Engineering and Mathematics) school. Principal Teresa Bruso shares, “We look forward to adding a habitat 
garden to our unique open-space campus with the support of the Highlands Center. This garden will enhance our school’s 
STEM-based philosophy by allowing students to engage in real-world science activities. Students will have the opportunity 
to explore, create, innovate, and interact with nature right on our own campus.” Your tax credit contributions to 
Granite Mountain School will help HCNH to restore a native landscape and outdoor classroom on their campus 
and provide two years of teacher support/student instruction from our Highlands Center staff.

Please consider lending your support to this program by directing your 2019 Arizona School Tax Credit contri-
bution to the Granite Mountain Schoolyard Habitat Program. Arizona tax law permits taxpayers a dollar-for-dollar 
tax credit of up to $200.00 (individual taxpayer) or $400.00 (married filing jointly) for contributions to extra-curricu-
lar activities in a public school. You no longer need to itemize your state-return to participate. This is a great way to 
keep your state tax contributions working here in the Tri-city area while supporting a program that aligns with your 
passions and values.

Take a moment now to make a contribution to Granite Mountain School and mail it to the Highlands Center 
using the enclosed envelope and response form. We will forward your donation to the school and they will provide 
you with an official receipt for tax purposes. You have until April 15, 2020 to make your gift to qualify for a 2019 tax 
credit. However, a gift before the end of 2019 will enable us to construct the Habitat Garden this spring and 
have it student-ready by Fall 2020!  

Sharing the Wonder,

Dave Irvine
Executive Director

The Highlands Center is a privately funded, member-supported, educational organization. 
All donations are tax deductible.
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Last year HCNH partnered with Humboldt Elementary School to create a 
Schoolyard Habitat and outdoor classroom in an unused, gravel covered 
courtyard. Your tax credit gifts made this transformation possible and 
will also provide quality hands-on science instruction by HCNH staff for 
the next two years. Below are comments from the current students 
impacted by your generosity after their first few classes in the new 
Habitat this fall. These experiences can lay the foundation to create the 
next generation of biologists, scientists, and natural resource managers.   

From the Students
Having Habitat provides me with a great opportunity to learn about nature. While in Habitat I also get 
to learn about taking care of the environment through each Habitat lesson. -HUMBOLDT 
ELEMENTARY, 6TH GRADE STUDENT

It was amazing exploring the plants and animals in the Habitat while at school, because as students we 
don’t get a lot of opportunities like Habitat to be outside and just explore. -HUMBOLDT ELEMENTARY, 
5TH GRADE STUDENT

I liked having Habitat, because I got to learn about how plants are used in so many types of science, 
like biology and chemistry. -HUMBOLDT ELEMENTARY. 5TH GRADE STUDENT

When I was in the Habitat, I got to see all different insects up close like rhinoceros beetles, and 
grasshoppers. -HUMBOLDT ELEMENTARY, 2ND GRADE STUDENT
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