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HISTORY OF CORDES
In 1883, a  Germ a n im m igra nt na m ed J ohn Cordes purcha sed a n a dob e
sta ge coa ch stop ca lled Antelope S ta tion, which wa s on the Old Bla ck
Ca nyon R oa d (Highwa y) –  the m a in route then b etween Prescott a nd
Phoenix.  After the Bra dsha w Mounta in R R  wa s b uilt, the sta ge stop
b eca m e a  supply store for loca l m iners a nd ra nchers.  It a lso b eca m e
a n im porta nt shea ring a nd dipping sta tion for the m a ny sheepherders
who m oved their la rge flocks to the Mogollon R im  ea ch spring, a nd
b a ck a ga in in the fa ll.  T he ga s sta tion a t Cordes,opened 1915, closed
in 1971 a fter b eing b ypa ssed b y I-17 in the sixties.  T he Cordes fa m ily
still owns the store a nd m a ny of the nea rb y b uildings.  T he old store is
open on m ost weekends.  Best web site for Cordes info is: a pcrp.org
/Cordes/COR DES %20-20%20MAS T ER %20DOCUMENT %20082907

DRIVING DIRECTIONS  Dista nce from  Prescott to T H is 52 m iles, including 25 m iles dirt.
If you’re a dventurous, this tra il a nd the roa d to the tra il hea d provides som e excitem ent
a nd lots of interesting history.  Don't rush this trip, pla n on ta king m ost of the da y,
including exploring historic Crown K ing a fter your hike –  m a yb e ha ve lunch there.
From  Prescott, drive E on AZ  69 to Ma yer (a b out 27 m iles).  Go a ll the wa y thru Ma yer,
pa st MP 270.  T urn right a t Ma in S treet sign (a s AZ  69 b ends left).  Alm ost im m edia tely,
turn left a t the T  junction onto Y C 74, Antelope Creek R oa d.  T he b la cktop soon ends
a nd the a dventure b egins a s you drive a long the Old Bla ck Ca nyon Hwy, a  good dirt roa d,
to the "ghost town" of Old Cordes (see Cordes History b ox).  Follow the route shown on
m a p until you rea ch tra il hea d, a b out 25 m iles from  T  jct in Ma yer.  After Clea tor (a nother
“ghost town”), roa d m a inly follows the old R R  to Crown K ing (see R R  History b ox).
TH Parking is on a  la rge dirt a rea  on left side of roa d on outside of a  long curving b end, 
0.9 m iles pa st MP 24.  T ra il sta rts a t b a ck of pa rking a rea , up slope b y No S hooting sign.

RAILROAD HISTORY
T he b ra nch of the Bra dsha w Mounta in R a ilwa y from  Ma yer to Crown K ing wa s sta rted
in 1902 a nd com pleted in 1904 (28 m iles).  It reused the ra ils a nd trestle tim b ers from
the old "Pea vine" when tha t R R  wa s rerouted over Hell Ca nyon in 1901.  T he b ra nch
line wa s a b a ndoned in sta ges (Crown K ing to Middleton in 1926, to Cordes in 1932
a nd to Ma yer in 1939).  T o clim b  the steep m ounta in slopes, "switchb a cks" were used
to ga in a ltitude.  After clim b ing, the tra in pulled into a  siding, then reversed out over a  
redirected switch for the next clim b  to the next siding.  From  there, it pulled forwa rd 
a ga in through a nother switch for the continuing clim b .  In this wa y, the tra in zig-
za gged up the side of the m ounta in!  If you look ca refully a t ea ch switchb a ck (toda y
a  roa d ha irpin), you will see these short sidings –  now overgrown from  disuse.
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