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TRAIL HEAD DIRECTIONS 
Distance: Prescott to TH is 14.0 miles (including 6.9 dirt)
Note: This is a long drive but the lovely trail at the end is worth
it. The dirt roads aren’t for sedans – higher clearance needed! 
Drive ea st o n Gurley Street fro m  Co urtho use Squa re to  Mo unt
V erno n Street (0.4 m ile) a nd  turn right (so uth) a t tra ffic  light
(a lso  reset yo ur o d o m eter here).  Mo unt V erno n so o n 
b ec o m es the Sena to r Highwa y (YC 56).  As yo u c o ntinue
so uth o n the Sena to r, yo u will pa ss the fo llo wing po ints:
- MP  7.1  Bla c kto p end s (just pa st the Sky Y c a m p).
- Sta y o n Sena to r Hwy (MP 10 is the la st m ilepo st).
- MP 10.8  Y jc t, Wa lker Ro a d  c o m es in fro m  the left.
- MP 12.4  Y jc t a t a  high po int.  Go  right (SW) o n FR 52. 
- MP 12.8  Y jc t, go  right o ff FR 52 o nto  FR 52B, sm a ller ro a d .
Drive up wind ing FR 52B fo r 0.4 m iles to  jc t a t to p o f hill.
Go  left there o nto  FR 81, a nd  d rive fo r 0.3 m iles to  next Y jc t
where yo u turn left o nto  FR 70 (sign po ints to  “E + L ” tra il).
Drive 0.5 m iles to  TH, pa ssing a  la rge sign, 0.1 b efo re TH.
Pa rk there, o r o n sid e o f ro a d  b y TH – m inim a l tra ffic here. 
- TH fo r tra il 281 is o n the right (b y c a irn, wo o d  sign d o wn trl).
You can choose your out-and-back hiking distance:
- Turn-around 1 at creek is 2.8 miles out-and-back (mod)
   but hike farther along creek for more of this pretty hike.
- The full loop is 6.1 miles (strenuous).
TH eleva tio n is 7090 feet, lo w po int is 5790’, high po int 7150’
Description: This lo vely tra il d ro ps d o wn steeply thro ugh
the pines fro m  the TH to  Ash Creek, whic h m a y ha ve a  sm a ll
flo w.  Alo ng the creek the slo pe b ec o m es gra d ua l a nd  yo u c a n
a pprec ia te its prettiness, a s yo u cro ss the c reek m ultiple tim es.
After the tra il lea ves the c reek, yo u’ll b e c lim b ing stea d ily until
yo u rea c h a  high  po int.  Go  left a nd  up to  rea c h FR 70 a nd
Ash Creek Rid ge.  Go o d  views to  west a nd  Mt U nio n to  no rth.
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The tra il up to  the
so uth end  o f FR 70
is a b o ut 100 ya rd s,
steep a nd  na rro w.

High po int a nd  va rio us
signs.  Turn left here a nd
go  uphill (sign sa ys "Tra il"
with a  d irt b ike sym b o l).
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L o ts o f ripa ria n
trees next to  c reek.
Ma yb e fa ll c o lo rs.

Meta l tra sh a lo ng
here -- rem na nts o f
a  m ining c a m p?
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10. E Cross L
ROADS

Surfa c ed  Ro a d s
Dirt Ro a d s

TRAILS 1
Spree tra il
Tra il a lo ng d irt ro a d
N o n-Spree
Old  Fo rest Ro a d s

LAND USE  1
Priva te L a nd
Presc o tt N a tio na l Fo rest         
Wild erness Area

ISc a le is 1:20,000
Purple grids are for GPS (UTM NAD83)

Ya va pa i Co unty a ssum es no  respo nsib ility fo r
erro rs, o m issio ns, a nd /o r ina c c ura c ies in this
m a pping pro d uc t.  N JER   Revised  08/10/17

"Ó
Pa rking (a t tra il hea d )

!C Tra il Po int/Junc tio n
(with a ppro x. m ilea ges b etween
po ints/junc tio ns/pa rking)

(Hiking Spree Map for 2017)
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