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TRAIL HEAD DIRECTIO NS
Dista nc e: Presc ott to TH 11.7 m iles, inc l 0.6 m i dirt.
Drive to Wa lker Roa d on  Hwy 69 (ea st out of Prescott,
west out of Prescott Va lley.  Wa lker Rd is the light just
west of Costco at M P 293.  T urn  south on to Wa lker Rd
(Y C 57) a n d go 6.9 m iles to jc t with Big Bug M esa Rd
(FR 670) – this is just a fter the b ridge over L yn x Creek.  
- O n th e wa y, don’t m iss Howells (see Hist. Note 2).
Go left (ea st) on  Big Bug M esa Rd, a well gra ded dirt
roa d, for 0.6 m iles to the jct with Charc oa l K iln  Roa d
(a lso dirt) on  your right (west). Park on  right shoulder,
just past this jun ction .  Hike down  Charc oa l K iln  Rd for
0.2 m iles to the T H for tra il #303.  T H is on  the right as
roa d c lim b s – a short wa y past a “m a n sion ”.
Tota l O ut a nd Ba c k h ike is 0.6 m iles (very ea sy)
Parkin g eleva tion  is 6380 feet, low poin t at kiln  6300’
Desc ription: T his very short tra il lea ds to a n
in terestin g historic a l site, on e that m a n y people are
un a wa re of.  For m ore in fo, see Historic  Note 1 b elow.
NO TE:  After 9A, do 9B (separate m a p a n d direc tions).
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                HISTO RIC NO TE 1
T he charcoa l kiln  wa s con structed
a roun d 1880 b y the Carm ic ha el 
b rothers, a n d is in  exc ellen t
con dition  c on siderin g its a ge.  T he
kiln  wa s used to con vert oa k wood
in to charc oa l b y b urn in g with a lm ost
n o a ir.  T he charc oa l was used at
n ea rb y sm elters.
  If you wa lk in side the kiln , you c a n
still see c a rb on  on  the wa lls – ta ke
c a re as it is da rk!  T he open in g n ea r
the top was prob a b ly used to loa d
wood in to the kiln  – with a wooden
b ridge for a c c ess.  T he pon derosa
pin es were a ll c ut down  for m in e props,
lea vin g a n  open  forest, whic h has
sin c e grown  b a c k over m a n y dec a des.
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                      HISTO RIC NO TE 2
Y ou’ll pass two in terestin g historic  sites on  the wa y
to kiln .  Softwin d T ra il roa d goes off on  right at 6.1
m iles from  Hwy 69 (M P 6.1) -- go slowly here.  Pa rk
on  left shoulder opposite this roa d.  Hike down  tra c k
on  left (# on  tree 5195) - drops steeply to sign  at jc t.
Go left to ghost town  of Howells, or right to CCC site.
-  Howells is 0.2 m iles a lon g the dirt tra c k, then  curve
up b y c reek to left.  At top, there are old wa lls of
sm elter on  left a n d m ore rem a in s a little fa rther on .
-  CCC was the Civilia n  Con servation  Corp, whic h
provided job s durin g the Great Depression  (1930s).
For CCC, wa lk ~200’ a lon g tra c k a n d left to creek.
Fin d a con crete foun da tion  of the m a in  b ldg, ~60’
b y 10’.  Also two other con c rete rem a in s on  b a n k.
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9A. Ch a rc oa l Kiln
RO ADS

Surfa c ed Roa ds
Dirt Roa ds

TRAILS 1
SPREE T ra il Route
T ra il a lon g dirt roa d
Other tra ils
Old Forest Roa ds

LAND USE  1
Priva te L a n d
Presc ott N a tion a l Forest       
Wildern ess Area

ISc a le is 1:5,000
Purple g rids a re for GPS (UTM NAD83)

Y a va pa i Coun ty a ssum es n o respon sib ility for
errors, om ission s, a n d/or in a c c ura c ies in  this
m appin g product.  NJER   Revised 08/30/16
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Parkin g (at tra il hea d)

!C T ra il Poin t/Jun c tion
(with approx. m ilea ges b etween
poin ts/jun c tion s/parkin g)
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